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The Prayer of a Loving Disciple. 

"Unto Thee, Lord, do I lift up my 
•oul."— Psa. xxv. I. 
To Thee, O Lord, mine eyes I lift, 

Nor look to Thee In vata ; 
I thank Thee for Thine ev'ry Rift, 
For pleasure and for pain. 

Dark doubts dispel by smite* divine ; 

Drive fear with sin away ; 
Hake Ann my will by might of Thine, 

That I no more may stray. 

I love Thee, though my strength Is 

small ; 

Thou knowest that 1 love 

Toy name, Thy will, Thy work, Thy 

call, 

Though not as those above. 

I love, hut I would love Thee more ; 

My love mora love desires ; 
The love that lags aapl res to soar 

Winged by celestial fires. 

Take all my heart, my being take, 

Take all Unit I call mine ; 
Help me to find » better self 

By losing mine In Thir.e, 

, E. O. Sawyer. 


North Manchester, Ind, 
The Brethren church of North 
Manchester, Ind., U no experi- 
ment, but is a tixe<i tact' and has 
come to stay, while we like all 
others, have our oppositions to 
contend with. The Banner ot 
King Jesus still floats, and every 
Sabbath morning the bell in the 
spire sounds forth the anthem of 
the free, and brings to onr minds 
vividly that tradition baa been 
left behind. The waters of an 
perstitioo have been crossed and 
the mountain of ignorance hat 
t been scaled and intelligence has 
lit her torch at the funeral pile 
of them all and has spread her 
wings, plumed herself and Baid 
to the world : thou art mine end 
may God speed her on in her 
flight until all have heard the 
glad tidings of salvation, and the 
shackles of bondage been burst 
asunder and the cries of the op- 
pressed will cease. 

It was our happy privilege 
some time ago to be favored 
with a service by Bro. J. M. 
Uittgers, of Bouth Bend. Fcr 
I some ten days it was pleasant 
for us all to listen to the earnest 
appeals of Bro. Kittgers in be- 
half of truth and justice, and we 
all profited by him having been 
with us. During Bro. Kittgers 
stay with us seven were baptized, 
and we hope have arose to walk 
in newness of life. May the 
Lord bless Bro. Kittgers in his 
labors wherever he may go, come 
again Bro. Jacob. 

It was our privilege to preach 
for Bro. Uittgers in his congre- 
gations while he was with us 
and we were highly gratified 
• with tbe appearance of his peo- 
ple, and were received with 
Christian greetings by them all. 
I think it is relreshing to the 
congregations for us to change 
pulpits occasionally. 

We have services every Sun 
day except the fourth. On that 
one we visit Bracken and preach 
tor the Brethren there. Prayer 
meeting every Friday night and 
we have soul-stirring meetings ; 
it is good to be there. Sabbath 
' school at half past nine, Sabbath 
morning, and are having a very 
good school with a corps of de- 
voted officers and teachers, Tbe 
cause is prospering. 

Bro. Israel Pen rod, Snpt. ; Bro. 
D. Sale, ass't. Snpt. ; Albert Bala, 
Secretary ; Bro. Daniel Dice and 


Sister 8. Dice, choristers. We 
have an attendance ranging 
from 00 to 120. It is through 
the untiring .energy of devoted 
brethren and sinters that tbe 
cause is moving with na, while 
we are doing what we can to as- 
sist them in their work. 

May the blessing of God rest 
on us all, and on all the Lord's 
people everywhere. 

WM, W. 8OMMIR8. 

Sweet Home, Ind. 

June 2nd. — The cause at oar 
church here, ie stilt advancing. 
Nine precious souls have been 
baptized since our last report, 
and there are four converts who 
have not been baptized. We 
have our class thoroughly organ- 
ized and are in good working 
condition. Henry Ledic and 
F. H. Frame are our claee-lead- 
ere and Bro. Ledic is also Super- 
intendent of our Sabbath school. 

On May 16lb, the brethren at 
New Troy, Michigan, dedicated 
their new church house to the 
Lord. Dedicatory sermon by 
the writer, to a very large con- 
source of people. The cash col- 
lection was 35 dollars and sub- 
scription was a very fair one, so 
the brethren informed me. Just 
how much I do not know. 

The church at this place ia in 
good workiug condition and with 
such men as Bro, English and 
Runnels, Shaw and Vbrhees at 
the helm, the work must move 
on. We also protracted the 
meeting for a short time. I 
preached in all twelve sermons 
and we had eleven accessions to 
the church. We had a very fine 
baptismal meeting on Sabbath, 
May 30th, and we all felt that 
the Lord was present. 
In this place Bro. J . C. Cripe had 
also sown much good seed. 'But 
we did the reaping. I have also 
been solicited to preach there 
once in two weeka for the com- 
ing year. This makes eix reg- 
ular appointmeuta for me to 
preach at, and requires 14 ser- 
mous per month. This is all 
that I ieet able to do at this time, 
and hope that the good people 
of the west and north will not re- 
quest me to hold any more re- 
vival meetings in this year. After 
the first day of January next, I 
will (if my health permits and the 
Lord will} give some of my time 
to the field again. Wonder why 
W. W. Summers did not write 
up our meeting at North Man- 
chester ? 

Could not the east furnish us a 
few good practical Holy Ghost 
preachers? We could use a lew 
of them here in Indiana and 
Michigan, 

Oh yer, I had almost forgotten, 
Summers and Bashor may have 
their fine quilts that the good 
people gave them, bat they won't 
get that fine short-horn cow that 
sister Runnels, ot New Troy, 
gave me last week. 

What ia wrong with Eistler of 
Southern Ohio ? Why don't he 
write more ? Come John. 

J. M. Rutgers. 

South Bend, Ind. 
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Fallen Asleep In Jesus. 
After a protracted illness and 
much Buffering, eister Margaret 
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Jane Cravener, breathed her last 
on the morning of the 28th day 
Of May 1886, aged 41 years, 4 mo. 
and 9 days. She was baptised 
on tbe 28th day of May 1878, 
was a consistent member ot tbe 
"Brethren Church," and died in 
the triumphs of a living faith. 
She was followed to her hut 
silent resting nlace by a large 
concourse ot sympathising 
friends and neighbors. The aol 
emn occasion was improved by 
the writer from the language of 
Brother Paul in his first letter to 
his Thesealonian Brethren. 4th 
chapter and 18 verse. "Comfort 
ye one another with these 
words." Thus Rev. Cravener 
bad to part with a dear, bosom 
companion, the children with a 
faithful end loving, mother, and 
the Church with a devoted Chris- 
tian; and, while our loss is per 
great gain, we need not sorrow 
aa others who have tio hope. 
While we sympathize with the 
bereaved husband, children and 
friends, we pray God may eaisc- 
tify this bereavement toourgood 
and may we all prepare to meet 
Sister Cravener in the haven of 
eternal rest where sickness, sor 
row, pain and death can uever 
enter. 

J. B. Wamplib 
Blanco, Pa. 


Reflections on the College- 

Another school year is ntfm- 
bered among the past. The 
students who attended Ashland 
College, have gone to their sep- 
arate homes, where they will 
Bpeud their vacation in the dif- 
ferent vocations of life. 

When we consider tbe dis- 
couraging circumstances, that 
attended the opening of the school 
in tbe fall and the flattering pros- 
pects at the close ot the year, 
the dark age must have surely 
been passed. The gale is over 
and all that is necessary lo guin 
the harbor is to steer clear ot 
rocks and shoals, unite our 
strength and "pull for the shore." 
The great trouble at the present 
time, is that there are so many 
riding in the ship while only a 
tew are rowing, thereby weighing 
the old ship down and hindering 
her progress, without so much as 
raising a finger to increase the 
speed. Yes, we fear there are 
some conservative euough to 
bang their feet into water so as 
to impede the motion ; then there 
are others that go aloft and cry 
out take care lest you ruu against 
the wharf and stove the ship, 
Let her stove. It is better to 
sink near the shore than in mid- 
sea. 

What the college needs most 
at the present time is a liberal 
patronage. A few thousand 
dollars would be very acceptable, 
in order to increase our influence 
as a denomination aud promote 
our general welfare ; we muat 
come up to the colors and rally 
round them. We must .have a 
supply station, to drill and equip 
soldiers for battle, so that when 
tbe time comes to storm the evil 
that is iu the world our banner 
will not be the weakest one. 
There ia a bright future awaiting 
the college when our people die- 
cover the great blessings that 


accrue from it. "Hold the fort" 
and e're long reen forcemeats will 
appear. As a church we must 
educate or perish, progression 
and ignorance can no more move 
together, than can fire and water 
exist in the same place, the one 
will ultimately consume the oth- 
er. To progress in the true sense 
ol the word requires advancement 
iu wisdom, understanding and 
to "grow in grace and tbe knowl- 
edge ot our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ," We hope that in 
the coming year Ashland Col- 
lege will have a large patronage 
from the Brotherhood. Come, 
give the school a booet You 
may not have money or students 
to send, yet you can use your 
influence in favor of education 
ami when opportunity is afford- 
ed speak a kind word for the 
college. In after years, wb«u it 
has grown to be one of the lead. 
iug institutions of the land, you 
can look with pride upon the 
structure that yon assisted b 
raising. 

"Cast your bread upon the 
waters" and someday it will be 
returned to you with interest. 
"Give and it shall be given unto 
you, good measure, pressed down 
and shaken together, and run- 
ning over, shall men give into 
your bosom." 

£. L. Hildeorand, 


Lovefeaat at Elderado. 

We will hold a love least at 
Eldorado, Ohio, {on the line of 
li. R. leading Irom Dayton to 
Hichmond, Ind., aud about ii or 
10 miles south-west ot Arcanum, 
Ohio,) on the evening of Juue 
17th. 

We are expecting parts of the 
Lexington, Farmersville and 
Winchester congregations to be 
with us, and extond a hearty in- 
vitation lo the brethren and sis- 
ters of other congregations who 
may be able to come. 

I would say in conclusion we 
are but 3 in number aud desire 
the sympathy and co-operation of 
the brothren and especially those 
that teach. 

Joe. E. G. Holman. 

West Manchester, Ohio. 


Home Religion. 

V'V.»rj the A*htand&un t 

Home religion is a tiling of love, it 
may exist in connection with forma 
and it may exist iu Its sweetest unfold- 
ing, independent of forms. It may any 
ginci- at the table - and may not say 
grace at the table. It may be gifted to 
sum il ii i a family attar, aud it may not 
have the gift requisite. But If the 
heart be right there will be grace and 
prayerfuluess. There ia a way of eat- 
ing your food which thanks (iod better 
than any xrace -saying which can be 
devised. There is a way of leaving 
vour wife after the meal— when the 
husband is leaving for the office— 
which covers the whole ground between 
husband and wife, Intended to be cov- 
ered by the influence of tbe family al- 
tar. 

Wa have known a man to ask a bless- 
ing on food which lie himself condemn 
ed in the very next breath. To thank 
God for food and scold your wile or 
the cook In the next breath, because 
tbe stake Is overdone or the tea Is too 
strong, i s mo met 1 1 1 1 1 g m ore , m y friend , 
than impiety ; It Is indecency. 

Home religion should be loving tint 
of all, and last of all It should be liv- 
ing. It should be very patient too, 
especially on those days when it Is hard 
to be patient. 

We have heard a good elder say 


moral people who don't goto church 
are our worst class of people. For 
said he, a moral man who don't go to 
Church stand* in the wav of many that 
woulq" go to church. We will admit 
there is some truth in this. We will 
take the other side. M'e maintain 
there are people whoaro strictly church 
attendants and hy their ways and 
actions prove themselves to be the very 
instrument of the devil j they are the 
ones who keep the majority of our 
people out of church. 

We have known an old elder of a 
popular church, h ho hud two children 
sous, and by and by une of his sons be- 
came an elder in the church. The 
father owned a large farm and each of 
his sons owned a gmid farm. They 
thought farm labor was too coaise for 
them ; they went into other nVineis 
anil look their families Into the city. 
They failed in business and sold their 
farm* and then made an assignment, 
when there was a wail inn among their 
creditors. Their lather knowing from 
the number of years he had lived that 
he could not live long, sold his large 
farm ami willed all his money to the 
mother of his two sons and died shortly 
arter. When they had gathered all 
their father's money they left the city, 
and their debts were left unpaid. 

We believe that were it not for Mich 
ungodliness, or inch villains in the 
church, there would nut 1h> so many 
stand aloof from it. We know 'a man, 
a regular church attendant , who went 
every month over two hundred mile* 
to pray to bia aged father when he was 
sick and infirm, and he wall knew that 
his fattier could not get well , He kept 
up his monthtv visits till h e enticed 
hia father to make a will and tlierebv 
thinking he had bis father's money and 
land ncure. thereafter left his father 
to do his own praying The fiuher 
Jived four months after making the 
will, his betraying son remained away 
and he did not see him again after 
making the will. Their will went Into 
a litigation, and for fear t|,«y would 
not be able to sustain it through the 
courts they enticed their aged mother 
while ,m Iter sickbed to make such 
testimony that they eottW not sub- 
stantiate. To screen their mother from 
the testimony that they had enticed her 
to make; they called in a minister, 
had her buptised aud had her nana ad. 
ded to the church. 

Can vultures of contortion, mobrnle 
and polygamous iiersuasjou coupled 
with a sordid (inutile, be allowed to 
soar with undipped wings through the 
balmy air of liberty, pounce upon Uet 
noblest daughter aud bear her tri- 
umphantly away y Surely in a eiviliz. 
ed country where purity of religions 
principles predominate where the wort! 
"fin nl is universally honored and re- 
spected—surely here law ami equity 
should sitpplaut violence and misrule. 
Or must we with the poet entreat the 
Sicilian Goddess of Venus: Virgin of 
love come to our shores. Come with 
the nymphs nf liberty, come. 

We should cultivate the spirit of love 
if we wgild enjoy tbe present, and have 
hoj* for the future, tor this alone will 
recreate iu ust the image of God. When 
we look upon n river audi hlnk I hut it 
has la^en (lowing on fornix thousand, 
yeare, slacking the thirst of a thousand 
generations, giving life ami beauty to 
all within Its reach, and yet showing 
no sign of waste or want ; when we see 
the sun rise above the crest of the 
mountain draped with golden curtains 
—we wonder to think that he that has 
melted the snows of so many winters, 
renewed the verdure of so many 
springs, painted the flowers of so many 
summers, ripened the fruits of so many 
autumns, and yet shining as brilliantly 
as ever undimued unabated in strength 
— theae are but images of love as ex- 
hibited in all the works of God, and 
eauecially of the love of Christ to a 
(alien world. 

Tills principle is eternal, for God is 
love. A n d when Jud g roe n t tla mes ha ve 
licked up the flowing stream and the 
light o( the gtoriouB sun shall be 
quenched In darkness, the love of God 
will BoW on iu all Its fullness through- 
out the endless ages of eternity. 

Those who receive the image of love 
in their hearts in this life will hereafter 
enjoy a fullness of the love Bf Christ In 
.whose presence is fullness of joy and 
pleasures forevermore. 


